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Correspondence 



A SPOON RIVER BOOST 



Dear Editor : Let me quote a paragraph in a letter from 
Ridgely Torrence. He says: 

"We find New York more vital this year than we have 
ever known it. This town, together with the whole country, 
seems to be waking up to poetry and the other arts as never 
before. Never has there been such a genuine and widespread 
interest in it. I really believe the place has come to be as 
alive as Chicago." 

There now! Perhaps in the future you will trust my 
powers as soothsayer. The other day, when I expressed this 
sentiment, you feared I might be over-excited by the interest 
of people in our own circle. You doubted my power to catch 
far-off vibrations. Now if there should be an American 
renascence, and it could be traced to 543 Cass Street, what 
would you say to that? Yours very sincerely, 

Edgar Lee Masters 

MR. CARY PROTESTS 

My dear Editor: Now that you have so graciously cor- 
rected your "injustice to Mr. Browne," may I ask that you 
consider your injustice to me? I was introduced at the meet- 
ing of the Book and Play Club as the associate editor of 
The Dial. In the course of my talk I frankly stated that my 
connection with that paper was then officially ended, and 
would in a few days be actually ended. nf \zt I should be 
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considered representative of The Dial, or The Dial of me, 
seems to me most unjust. 

In the course of a review of all the periodicals published 
in Chicago which have, or pretend to have, anything to do 
with literature, I made certain specific criticisms of The Dial, 
but I think I made no statements, one way or the other, 
about its conventionality, or about its financial history. I 
am, and was, under the impression that The Dial is a pecu- 
liarly successful business enterprise. Indeed, what I com- 
plained of was not its struggle, but its innocence of any 
struggle whatever. Yours sincerely, 

Lucian Gary 

NOTES 

Seven of the poets represented in this number are new to 
readers of Poetry. Of these three have published books of verse, 
and three or four make their first public appearance as poets. 

Mr. Joseph Warren Beach, of Minneapolis, now in the 
English department of the University of Minnesota, is a Harvard 
Ph. D. of 1907, and the author of Sonnets of the Head and 
Heart (Badger, 1903.) 

Mr. Maurice Browne, though English by birth, is now direc- 
tor of the Chicago Little Theatre, and therefore one of the most 
important present influences of light and leading in dramatic art. 
He is the author of four brief books of verse : Zetetes, Epith- 
alamios, Job, a Dramatic Poem, and lastly Songs of Exile (Sam- 
urai Press, 1908.) 

Mr. Horace Holley, born in Connecticut in 1887 and now a 
resident of New York, is the author of The Inner Garden (Sher- 
man, French & Co., 1913) and The Stricken King (Shakespeare 
Head Press, 1913.) 

Mr. Floyd Dell, born in Iowa and recently literary editor of 
the Chicago Evening Post, now lives in New York as one of the 
editors of The Masses. 
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